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By K. N E E D H A M , B.Sc. (Agric) 
Dairy Cattle Husbandry Officer. • ^ 
MILKING MACHINE MAINTENANCE 
Probably the hardest worked piece of 
equipment on the dairy farm—the one 
which is expected never to let you down— 
and yet gets the least maintenance is your 
milking machine. 
Although our machine testing service 
has only been operating for a relatively 
short period, results and experience to 
date show only too well tha t the average 
machine receives too little regular at ten-
tion. Now, with the greater part of the 
herd dried off is the time to give your 
machine a thorough overhaul. Here are 
a few major points to check:— 
Pump speed. 
Belt tightness. 
Inflations. 
Claw air inlets. 
Releaser flaps. 
Pulsators. 
Relief valves. 
Vacuum gauges. 
Speaking of relief valves, these are 
temperamental and if not functioning 
correctly can cause trouble. 
Too little air can cause a high vacuum, 
teat cup crawl and damage to the udder, 
leading to mastitis. It would be worth-
while thinking of fitting a Ruakura-type 
weighted relief valve which is positive and 
cannot go wrong. 
It is impossible to overestimate the im-
portance of a properly running machine— 
it will save man-hours in the shed and 
help increase production. Remember that 
contended cows milk well and produce 
more. 
A NEW YEAR FOR GRADE HERD 
RECORDING 
March 1 ushers in the new year for 
Grade Herd Recording and with it a new 
scale of fees. These have been designed 
to encourage greater continuity of test-
ing and to more equitably spread the 
financial burden which has resulted from 
increased costs of maintaining the service. 
The new scale to apply is:— 
Per Cow. 
s. d. 
Herds tested for 1 to 3 years 12 6 
Herds tested for 4 to 6 years 10 0 
Herds tested for 7 or more 
years 7 6 
It will be observed from this scale of 
fees that consideration has been given to 
continuity of testing. Those persons who 
have been testing for seven or more years 
have received acknowledgment to the ex-
tent that they may avail themselves of 
this service at the lowest rate applicable. 
To enable us to arrange a smoother 
changeover and to organise our units as 
economically as possible all persons in-
terested in testing are requested to com-
plete their application forms immediately 
and forward them together with the fee 
to the District Officer, the Herd Recorder 
or Head Office. Your assistance and co-
operation will be appreciated. 
CALF PADDOCKS 
With the new season's calf crop not too 
far away it is time to be planning ade-
quate calf paddocks. One paddock near 
the dairy is not enough. Calves like fresh 
young leafy pasture and should be given 
every opportunity to graze from an early 
age. 
To provide young pasture regularly, try 
using four calf paddocks which can be 
rotated at three-weekly intervals. 
In addition, rotation of calf paddocks 
provides excellent insurance against worm 
infestation and if this procedure is fol-
lowed regularly it will be found that t'.ia 
incidence of worms is rare. 
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After weaning the calves should not be 
confined to their paddocks, but should be 
allowed to graze ahead of the milking 
cows in the normal rotational pasture 
programme. 
BUY BULLS FROM TESTED DAMS 
Too many farmers are buying bulls on 
too little information. The appearance 
of a bull is important to demonstrate his 
health and constitution. Proved bulls are 
best, but, where these are not available, 
some knowledge of the butterfat backing 
of his dam, his sisters and his daughters 
is imperative if you hope to improve the 
production of your herd. 
Admittedly it is difficult to buy bulls 
from tested dams which have passed 
standard. They are not readily available, 
but the sooner the demand for them in-
creases the sooner will pure-bred breeders 
endeavour to meet these demands. 
The process of grading up is a slow and 
expensive one and allows no scope for 
guessing. Those who are contemplating 
replacing their bull should make every 
effort to obtain one from a tested dam 
which has passed standard. 
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"The Journal of Agriculture of Western Australia" is posted free of charge to 
bona fide farmers in this State. If you are not receiving the Journal write to, The 
Editor, "Journal of Agriculture", Department of Agriculture, Perth, giving your name 
and address (block letters please) together with your location number. 
Non-farmers, or farmers not resident in Western Australia may receive the Journal 
(six issues at two monthly intervals) sent post free on payment of an annual sub-
scription of 10s. 
9 9 9 
o O 
o i i 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o i 
a i 
o 
999CS9399SS9SSCCCSSSC959CS9CSSSSCSS9SSSCS9SS9S99CSSCSC5S99999SSCSCSSS9 
MADE IN THE WEST 
20% DDT ) Emulsion sprays for 
50% Malathion ) orchard and farm. 
DIMAL Standard control for lucerne flea and red 
(DDT with Malathion) mite. 
24D Hormone weedkiller for — : . . - j v 
control of radish, turnip, v^iNj4 J H A A/* 
cape tulip, etc. / ^ v ^ ' " ' ^ \ ^ 
245T for blackberry treatment. 
Syndet Svnthetic detergent. i ' O / WMBM 
Cetanol Evaporation controller. \|-rt\ l l P p i 1^1 A » m ^ 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture, W.A. ," when writing to advertisers 
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HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMP OF 
TRACTOR 
TYRES! 
. . . outweighs lightweight 
tractor tyres by up 
to 4 0 lbs. 
a n d c o s t s nn «•«»••• I no more 
Switch from .lightweights to live weight 
now. Two new Dunlop rear tyres will 
give you up to 80 lbs. more overall weight 
than ordinary tyres and it's live weight, 
working weight, pounds more rubber and 
rayon that deliver more hours and acres 
of work. Check this tyre weight compar-
ison — 
TYRE A 155 LBS. 
TYRE B I H LBS. 
DUNLOP OPEN CENTRE 195 LBS. 
DUNLOP 
T H E G R E A T E S T GRIP O N E A R T H 
MSI 
TRACTOK TYRES 
> 
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I Journal of agriculture Vol. 6 1957 
STUD STOCK an* TAT STOCK SAtiSMN 
Stud Stock Sales annually at Royal Show and 
country centres. Pat Stock Sales at weekly 
metropolitan markets and regularly at country 
centres 
WML SKINwttilVl BMKWS <Z2 
Consign yours to Goldsbroughs for inclusion in — 1 ^ ; ' ' % ^ 
the next sale . . . Best results . . . Prompt returns. ^ ^ ^ ^ r ^ 
WZSTJt/STMUAN rAKMLANVSTOHSAUE. 
We have continuous and numerous inquiries for 
Grazing and Dairying Properties in all districts 
. . . . Send for particulars if you wish to sell. 
MtXCMNQiSi T>€PAKTM?NT 
Vast range of Merchandise for Country House-
holds including Home Lighting Plants, Station-
ary Engines, Hot Water Systems, 32-Volt Electric 
Appliances, Shearing Requisites, Veterinary 
Remedies, etc. 
INSURANCE 
Agents for . . . 
WESTERN ASSURANCE COMPANY 
OLDSBROUGH 
Goldsbrough Mort & Co. Ltd., Perth. Branches & Agents throughout the State. 
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